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A recipe for successful
wholecrop silage

The 10 Golden Rules
of crimping

MORE GAIN FROM YOUR GRAIN
Welcome to the summer issue of
KnowHow, which arrives as many
of our readers complete their allimportant first cut of grass silage
and are now looking ahead to
ensure adequate stocks of feed
for the coming months. With
this in mind, we look at those
other mainstays of home-grown
livestock feed: cereals
and pulses.
Whether your crop is forageharvested (as wholecrop silage)
or combine-harvested (to
produce high energy and/or
protein concentrates), effective
preservation with minimal losses
is essential, and at Kelvin Cave Ltd
we pride ourselves on being able
to supply proven, cost-effective
solutions to ensure you get the
best from all your crops.
Wholecrop and arable silages can
often make up a shortfall in overall
forage stocks, as well as adding
that special ‘something’ that
improves DM intake and overall
animal performance. However,
although most wholecrop silages

Essentials for crimping a product round-up
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ferment easily, they are very prone
to aerobic spoilage, resulting
in very high nutrient losses and
reduced palatability; this is caused
by the activity of yeasts and
moulds which cover the crop at
harvest and can survive in the
sealed clamp almost indefinitely.
Once the clamp is opened and
air penetrates the face these
microorganisms multiply rapidly,
feeding on lactic acid, sugars and
starch - breaking down protein
and causing the silage to heat.
By treating the silage with Safesil
(which kills yeasts and moulds)
and sealing the clamp with O²
Barrier 2in1 (which is up to ten
times more effective at excluding
oxygen than conventional silage
sheets) these expensive losses
can be eliminated. Dairy farmers
Simon Ward, in Cornwall, and
Martin Hoddinott, in Somerset,
talk about the success they have
had with their wholecrop silage
using this system on pages
3 to 5.
continued on page 2

Visit us at Livestock , 2-3 July 2014
at the NEC, Birmingham. (See back cover for other diary dates)
14/05/2014 13:18

Continued from page 1

For those with adequate grass and/or maize
silage to meet their needs, combining their
cereal crops for crimping offers the most costeffective way of producing a high-energy, highstarch concentrate. Earlier harvesting and the
high digestibility of crimped cereals, together
with the elimination of drying costs and the
low-cost storage requirements of crimped
grain, make this method highly attractive.
On pages 6 and 7 Fraser Scott, one of the
UK’s biggest beef finishers, describes how
crimping his cereal crops with his Korte 1400
crimper and treating them with Crimpstore
2000S has streamlined his business and
produced consistent results, enabling him to
take 90-plus finished cattle to slaughter every
week of the year!
Peas and lupins harvested at 25% to 30%
moisture, crimped and treated with Crimpstore
2000S can alleviate worries about expensive
protein supplementation, and have the
additional benefit for following crops of fixing
nitrogen, thereby reducing fertilizer costs.
Well worth considering including these in your
rotation if you’re not doing so already!
Where naturally-dried grain is the preferred
option two tried and tested preservatives
come into their own. Crimpstore Hi-Dry for

grain and pulses harvested between 15% and
30% moisture allows the convenience of clamp
storage of drier crimped grain. Propcorn
NC, the non-corrosive, low-fuming and safer
alternative to traditional propionic acid
treatment, is suitable for effective preservation
of both whole and rolled grain where a dry
grain store is available.
To complete the package look at the
machinery options on page 11. The Silapactor
(see below) has been proving its worth
on farms throughout the UK, increasing
compaction density of silage (always an issue
with ‘fluffy’ wholecrop) by up to 40%, and
saving fuel by reducing the number of passes
the tractor on the clamp needs to make to
exclude air from the forage.
For grain processing options, the well-known
market-leading Murska and Korte crimpers
(with outputs from 5 to 40 tonnes per hour)
and the versatile KC Bruiser 1250 have a new
stable mate, the KC Bruiser 600. This roller
mill can be configured to meet individual
requirements and either a stationary PTO- or
electric-driven machine or a trailed option is
available. Ask us about the right machine for
your situation.
Good harvesting!

UNDER PRESSURE
At 3m wide and weighing in at an impressive
4,000kg with 11 individual roller rings, a SilaPactor
not only speeds up the task of compacting a
clamp almost four-fold, saving both time and fuel,
it can increase dry matter compaction density by
up to 40 per cent when compared to conventional
tractor rolling.
Perfect for ‘fluffy’ wholecrop, the SilaPactor helps
to ensure that air pockets which accelerate the
development of harmful bacteria, yeast and mould
spores are eradicated, while making significantly
better use of available clamp capacity, thus easing demands on valuable storage space.
For more on our extensive range of products for the processing and preservation of your cereal
feed crops turn to page 10 in this issue of KnowHow.
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Arable farmer’s
mentality applied to
making wholecrop
When Simon Ward lost his contract-farming
operation in Dorset three years ago, he
brought his arable farmer’s mentality to his
business in Cornwall. Forced to start from
scratch on a new premises at Trevorder Farm
in Saint Breock near Wadebridge, he knew
that growing wholecrop wheat would form an
integral part of the farming strategy.
“We’d always grown winter cereals to sell as
grain on the farm in Dorset,” he says. “And we’d
just taken what we needed out of the arable
system as either wholecrop or crimped grain,
to use for the cows.”
So, by the time he took over the tenancy
of Trevorder Farm, Simon had many years’
experience of making wholecrop forage
and knew it would be important on the new
dairy unit.
“We like wholecrop because it’s an insurance
against any problems with maize, and it has
the added benefit of helping with the quality
of the milk,” he says.
However, ever since he’d started making
wholecrop forage from winter wheat, he
says he has struggled to avoid spoilage at
the feed face.

For Simon and Alison Ward, preserving the
high feed value of wholecrop is essential to
their dairy operation.
has successfully sealed and resealed the forage
and, together with the preservative, kept it in
perfect condition.
“We’ve found this system does just the job,” he
says. “When we feed out the forage it is stone
cold and it’s remained that way right through
the clamp since we started using Safesil.
“It’s true the product is more expensive, but
when you go to the trouble of doing everything
right - maybe using three of four fungicides
through the growing season – allowing it to
heat up and lose quality at feed-out is just such
a waste,” he says.
“As tenant farmers we have to pay quite a
high rent, so we have no option but to do
it right to make the finances of the dairy
enterprise stack up,” he says. “We now think
that using Safesil and O2 is part of that process
and we will certainly continue to use them with
this year’s wholecrop.”

“We probably started making wholecrop about
10 years ago,” he says. “But we’d always found
because it is drier than grass, as soon as the
clamp is opened, air can easily penetrate
Trevorder Farm Facts
and the forage starts to heat.”
◆ 220 milking Holstein Friesians block calving in autumn
Having tried a variety of additives without
success over several years, he eventually
decided to preserve with Safesil and sheet
with O2 Barrier 2in1, just two years ago.
“We’d used Kelvin Cave products for
crimping for many years, so we were
already familiar with the range and were
happy to give it a go,” he says.
Harvesting the wholecrop winter wheat in
July and opening the clamp to layer maize
on top in October, he says that O2 Barrier

01458 252 281
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◆ Milk sold to Trewithen Dairy
◆ Milk used for clotted cream and ice cream
◆ 9,000kg sold at 4.1% fat and 3.2% ptn (part 3x)
◆ SCC 120; Bactoscan <10

Trevorder Farm winter ration (freshweights)

◆ 26kg maize
◆ 10kg wholecrop wheat
◆ 16kg grass silage (mostly Italian ryegrass)
◆ 5.5kg blend (24% protein)
◆ Protected fat, minerals and salt
◆ Up to 5kg concentrates/day to yield in the parlour
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Somerset farmer g ive
and makes up starc h w
The decision was eventually taken to give up
trying altogether at the time of the October
2010 harvest, and all of the maize land was
initially returned to grass. However, without
any maize, Martin set out to find something
that would increase the starch in the ration,
and turned his attention to wholecrop wheat.
“When the grass leys came to the end of their
useful life, we used the opportunity to go
back to winter wheat, which we had used
for wholecropping in the days before maize,”
he says.

Martin Hoddinott
Somerset dairy farmer, Martin Hoddinott
had struggled with maize for many years
but when he finally concluded the crop just
wasn’t suited to his farm, he had to find
an alternative.

However, aware that its relatively high dry
matter could make the wholecrop prone
to aerobic spoilage, he decided not to
compromise on the forage’s preservation.
“We opted to use Safesil to preserve the crop
as we’d used it before on some very wet,
second cut grass silage which turned out much
better than I’d expected,” he says. “We’ve tried
it a few times since and every time, it has done
exactly what it’s supposed to do.

Milking 270 Holsteins at Barrow Hill Farm in
North Wootton near Shepton Mallet, he did
not want to compromise the herd’s production
of 9,200kg at 4.05% fat and 3.3% protein
(2x) and equally, hoped to find a crop
Barrow Hill Farm Facts
that would return the heart to his heavy
◆ 270 milking Holsteins with dairy cross beef sold as stores
clay soils.
◆ Milking herd housed all year
“We’d grown maize for several years,
but gradually found the soil was losing
structure and we would harvest less and
less every year,” he says.
“Sometimes, conditions would be too
wet to either seed in spring or harvest
in autumn, and there were some years
when we just couldn’t get on to the
[Somerset] Levels to harvest at all. If
harvest was wet we’d make a terrible
mess of the land and to see the soil then
lying bare over winter, with rain washing
it down the drain, was disheartening,”
he says.
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◆ Milk sold to Sainsbury’s via Dairy Crest
◆ 9,200kg sold at 4.05% fat and 3.3% ptn (2x)
◆ SCC consistently under 80; Bactoscan <10

Barrow Hill Farm year-round ration (freshweights)

◆ 14kg first cut grass
◆ 8kg second cut grass
◆ 8kg wholecrop wheat
◆ 11.3kg blend (20% protein)
◆ 0.6kg straw
◆ Minerals
◆ No parlour or out of parlour concentrates
◆ Ration formulated by Andy Strzelecki of Kelvin Cave Ltd

kelvincave.com
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r g ives up on maize
arc h with wholecrop
“Yes, it’s expensive, but it’s one of the few
products that actually does what it says on the
pack and I feel the expense is justified.
“There are some other products that
are cheaper, but as far as I’m concerned they
appear to do nothing at all, and
there’s no point in spending money on
nothing,” he says.
Describing his wholecrop pits as having ‘very
big open faces’, he adds: “We don’t get across
the face very quickly but we have found with
Safesil it just does not go off.
“We had about 500 tonnes of second cut grass
silage last year which we decided
not to use Safesil on but have regretted it ever
since,” he says. “The forage went mouldy and
with hindsight, I wish I had spent the money.
“We’ll certainly be using Safesil on all of our
forage this year as I don’t think it’s worth the
compromise,” he adds.
Meanwhile, he says the cows are milking
exceptionally well on their total mixed ration
(see box) with no detriment seen through the
loss of maize.
“The wholecrop took the place of maize with
virtually no change in performance,” he says. “If
anything, there’s been an increase in butterfat
but milk volume has remained the same.
“In fact, I’ve found wholecrop wheat is one of
those crops which seems to feed better than
its analysis would suggest,” he adds.
Furthermore, he says that milk from forage is
on target at around 3,000 litres and he has
been able to cut the blend in the ration by 1kg/
cow/day since wholecrop went into the mix.
“This is in part because of the better season,
but I am also very happy with the performance
of the ration,” he says.

01458 252 281
knowhow A5 summer 2014.indd 5

Propcorn NC

is so

versatile
Propcorn NC, the safe, non-aggressive,
one-stop storage solution for all whole
and processed grains and pulses, will allow
earlier baling of hay and haylage at higher
nutrient value and prevent the heating up
of moist feeds.
Propcorn NC can be applied to all cereal
grains and pulses to safeguard against the
formation of yeasts, moulds and mycotoxins
during storage for up to 12 months.
Used correctly, Propcorn NC also
eliminates the need for wrapping haylage
bales, therefore reducing costs and plastic
disposal problems.
Grain treated with Propcorn NC should
be stored in a dry grain store, bin or bunker
and contact with concrete walls should be
avoided, as the build-up of condensation at
the point of contact can cause an adverse
reaction between the alkaline concrete and
the acid-treated grain. We recommend
concrete walls are painted with a suitable
barrier paint or lined with good quality
plastic sheeting.
In independent worldwide tests, livestock
fed on Propcorn-treated feeds have shown
that it improves milk yields by up to 4%,
increases live-weight gain in beef cattle by
up to 4%, and improves feed-conversion
efficiency in pigs by up to 6%.
Put simply, Propcorn NC is a great allround solution for the preservation of
high-moisture cereals, grain maize, pulses,
hay, haylage and straw, delivering higher
returns per acre, with better feed value and
increased energy levels.
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Co-products and home-grown
grains feed 4,500 head of
One of the UK’s largest beef finishers finds home-grown crimped grain is the most
cost-effective feed for his Northumberland farming business.
Finishing 90 head of cattle every week of
the year is an aspiration few in the industry
will ever reach but on Fraser Scott’s
Northumberland farm, it’s no more than a
matter of routine.

“Our back-up plan was to go to Swarland Grain
Driers where we always kept a rolling 1,000
tonnes of unsold grain we could draw on at any
time,” he says.

The key to the success of the enterprise which sees a throughput of 4,500 head every
year – is to find a feed on which the cattle
will grow and thrive, and to ensure it will be
available at a cost-effective price right through
the year.

Radically changing the ration to include
brewers grains with home-grown rolled barley,
which went into a total mixed ration with
chopped straw and grass silage, and was
buffered with limestone flour, Fraser continued
to seek other co-products to reduce the cost of
the ration.

The solution on the Scott family’s 2,600 acre
holding in Swarland near Alnwick has been to
switch the cattle on to crimped barley which
now forms the bulk of the ration.

Struggling at the time as more and more
businesses were alert to the co-product
options, he relied increasingly heavily on
cereals from the farm.

But reaching the decision to use crimp in 2011
came after years of trial and error, during which
a range of by-products and co-products were
used with varying degrees of success. In fact,
it was an opportunity to obtain waste steamed
potatoes which really set the farm on the road
to expansion over 10 years ago.

“The grain was coming off the fields at around
23-24 per cent moisture so we had to dry it to
15 per cent for storage and subsequent use,” he
says. “We had three gas-powered driers which
was our cheapest option for drying the corn,
but because of the late cereal harvests we
were losing time on getting the next crop into
the ground and we had the additional cost of
hiring in staff to speed up the process.”

“The potatoes came in at such a rate that we
had to give the cattle as much as we could,”
says Fraser. “We added chopped straw and
grass silage to supply long fibre but even so,
I think their performance was held back, they
were dirtier than they should have been and we
had lots of clipping to do before they
were sold.”
With 70-80 cattle moving off the farm every
week at this stage, the Scotts had to continue
their expansion - buying in stores largely from
Lancaster market - simply to keep moving the
feed they had committed to take. However,
always aware that the supply of potatoes could
finish as quickly as it had started, the inevitable
happened around seven years later in 2009
when the plant processing the potatoes
ceased production.
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Anxious that the arable operation should
dovetail more smoothly with the livestock,
Fraser was keen that manure-spreading,
autumn cultivations and drilling (particularly
of oilseed rape) should be brought forward
and achieved whenever possible with existing
farm staff.
He finally hit upon the solution in 2011, when
he decided to try crimping rather than dryharvesting grain. Guided by Michael Carpenter
from Kelvin Cave Ltd, he believed this would
not only bring the cereal harvest forward by
three to four weeks, but would also dispense
with the cost of drying grain, bring forward
autumn cultivations and drilling – also allowing
the time for grassland reseeds - while both

kelvincave.com
14/05/2014 13:19

grown crimped
ad of beef
cutting the cost and increasing the quality of
the ration.
The system met his expectations in every
way and even released the shed which had
previously been used for storing dry grain.
Instead, part of a former silage clamp was
assigned to the crimped grain which was
harvested at a moisture content of 30-35 per
cent, crimped and treated with Crimpstore and
compacted and covered with O2 Barrier 2in1.
“We considered a variety of crimpers to do
the job and eventually bought the Korte 1400,”
says Fraser. “I’d seen how it would process the
grains and add the preservative, and knew we
could readily achieve a throughput of 25-30
tonnes per hour.”
Today, crimped barley forms the largest
component of the ration which has been
reformulated to include brewers grains and a
high energy and protein wheat by-product,
with silage and straw (see table).
At a cost of 154p/day for heifers (186p for
steers), the ration is also said to have improved
the health, performance and the look of the
cattle and reduced the need to clip before sale.
Grading sheets tell a similar story with
predominantly R grades achieved from dairy
cross heifers and steers, killing out on average
at 330kg and selling to Scotbeef.
Margins are said to be slim and were calculated

Fraser Scott
at £61/head for the Angus-cross heifers last
year, while continentals made less as they were
on the farm for longer.
However, he says: “This is a numbers game and
the fact that margins are tight is a constant
drive. They are not easy to obtain unless you
run a tight ship and that is what I hope we do.
“We will continue to use grain as I think it’s the
best way of finishing stock and I haven’t found
a better way of processing it than crimping. It
allows harvest to take place when its nutritional
value is highest and there’s virtually zero waste
in the clamp,” he says.
“Any co-product, by contrast, has always had
its quality depleted in some way because of
the way it’s processed,” he adds.
This year he says he will add a new larger
tonnage crimper (the Korte 2000) to the
inventory and increase his crimped grain
storage to four clamps, each with a capacity of
750 tonnes.
And with a new livestock shed also coming on
stream, the throughput of the farm will also
rise to 5,000 head per year.

Cattle ration for heifers (and steers) – weights (freshweights) and costs
Ingredient		

Rate (per head/day)		

Cost (per head/day)

Crimped barley

6.00kg (+2.5kg for steers)		

75.00p (+31.25p for steers)

Brewers grains 		3.33kg				14.65p
SelcoPlus 		3.33kg				31.47p
Grass silage 		16.70kg				30.00p
Straw 			0.53kg				3.18p
Limestone flour		17g				Negligible
Total 			29.89kg				154.30p (185.55p for steers)

01458 252 281
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10 GOLDEN RULES
In order to produce Crimped Grain of the highest quality every time,
we recommend that you follow these 10 Golden Rules:

1

Ensure that all areas where the grain is to be handled and stored are clean. Grain
handling machinery must also be thoroughly cleaned before use.

2

Treat storage areas prior to harvest to eliminate grain-storage pests such as grain
mites, weevils and grain beetles. If possible avoid storing straw close to crimped
grain – infestation by grain-storage pests can be transmitted from straw.

3

Check grain moisture content and use the appropriate Crimpstore Preservative
at the recommended rate for the tested grain moisture. Contact your Kelvin Cave
Ltd representative for advice on checking moisture content correctly. N.B. Normal
moisture meters will not give accurate readings above 30% moisture. However,
Kelvin Cave can supply an easy to use, specially calibrated moisture meter that
will give accurate readings up to 50% moisture.

4
5
6
7
8

9

Process and ensile all grain within 24 hours of harvesting.
Ensure that the Murska or Korte crimper is set correctly so that all grains are
crushed and that the preservative applicator is correctly calibrated to apply the
correct amount of Crimpstore. The crimper should be fitted with spray nozzles to
ensure even coverage with Crimpstore as the grain travels along the bottom auger.
Make sure the clamp walls are solid and can withstand the pressure of clamp
consolidation.
Consolidate the crimped crop well, in thin layers, using the Dorset Wedge method.
Keep the clamp sealed for at least three weeks before feeding. Make sure all air
is excluded. Use new, heavy-duty polythene side-sheeting and cover the clamp
with O2 Barrier 2in1 top sheet for the most effective air-tight seal. Alternatively,
use ClampFilm vacuum-film covered with a good-quality 125µm top-sheet. All
covering should be weighted-down evenly, ClampTiles from Kelvin Cave Ltd are
ideal for this job providing even weight and protection from bird damage.
Cut the feed neatly from the face and manage it so that feed is removed across
the whole face at least once a week, or more frequently in warmer weather. Keep
the face of the clamp uncovered, pulling the sheet down over an open face can
create an ‘incubator’ for spoilage organisms.

precautions against vermin. Rats, mice and birds can cause damage to your
10 Take
crimped grain; your local Kelvin Cave representative can give you useful advice on
how to avoid this.
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The recipe
for successful
wholecrop silage
Andy Strzelecki, Technical Director
Turning a cereal crop into good quality
silage is often perceived as a simple, lowcost option for getting a starchy feed into
ruminant rations, and also provides the
benefit of rumen-stimulating ‘scratch factor’.
However, cut too early and overall starch
yield will be low because the plant has had
insufficient growing time to produce enough
sugars, through photosynthesis, to convert
to starch in the grain. Cutting after the crop
has reached 40% DM will give higher starch
content, but this may be compromised by
reduced digestibility of the whole plant, due
to lignification.
So, the ideal stage to harvest is when the
crop DM is between 35% and 40%, and the
grain has the consistency of firm, cottage
cheese; but, if it is not harvested, ensiled
and preserved effectively, the end result can
often be disappointing, with a poor quality,
aerobically unstable (heating) silage exposing
livestock to the risk of reduced intake and
mycotoxin challenges.
With all wholecrop silages aim for a choplength of around 50mm (2 inches) as this
is ideal for the rumen and helps with good
consolidation in the clamp. Make sure the
harvester is fitted with a grain processor which
is adjusted correctly to crack every grain. Even
harvested at this stage, unprocessed grains will
pass through the animal undigested.
Cereal crops almost always have high levels of
yeasts and moulds and undesirable bacteria
on them, and these have the potential to
grow rapidly both in the sealed clamp (where
they result in invisible energy and DM losses)
and at the open face (where the losses are
evidenced by heating). Treating the crop with
Safesil as it passes through the harvester is
probably the most effective way of minimising

01458 252 281
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the costly damage these organisms can cause.
Safesil’s unique blend of human food-grade
preservatives is proven to destroy these
harmful microorganisms whilst leaving the
useful lactic acid bacteria to ferment the silage
unchallenged. This results in more DM retained
and silage that will remain stable for long
periods once exposed to air.
Well-compacted silage means more efficient
use of available clamp space and less risk of
air penetration into the silage face when it is
opened. Using a SilaPactor to consolidate the
crop in thin layers can increase compaction
density by up to 40%, and saves time and fuel
in the process because it works across its full
3-metre width – fewer tractor passes for a
better end-result!
When making any silage, air (or more
accurately oxygen) is always the enemy; so,
achieving and keeping a good air-tight seal is
of paramount importance. Good quality, strong
side sheets on the clamp walls are essential,
but most oxygen penetrates through the top
sheet. Standard polyethylene silage sheets can
allow up to 180g of oxygen/m2 to pass through
them every day, resulting in composting
rather than fermentation in the top layers of
silage. Sealing the clamp with O2 Barrier 2in1
silage film can reduce this to less than 30g/
m2/day. O2 Barrier 2in1 consists of a 20µm
polyamide film, which is a highly effective
oxygen barrier, combined with an 80µm highgrade polyethylene top layer. Laid as a single
sheet, the layers separate on the clamp, the
polyamide layer is sucked down onto the top
of the silage to ‘vacuum-pack’ it, minimising
the risk of top and shoulder waste.
Minimise waste, save time and save money with
the complete wholecrop silage preservation
package from Kelvin Cave Ltd.
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Essentials for crimping
If we had to define just what makes Kelvin Cave Ltd different from our competitors it would
have to be our uniquely comprehensive ‘packaged’ approach to home-grown feed production.
We don’t specialise in machinery for processing cereal and whole-crop feeds, or the preservatives
that safeguard long-term storage and preserve palatability. Nor do we focus on clamp
management and other storage solutions. Instead, we believe that all these things - and more
- should be available from a single source, giving farmers a one-stop field-to-feedout resource
tailored to their specific requirement. Plus, all our products are underpinned by a wealth of
technical support and expertise amassed over 30 years spent promoting and refining best
practice in all aspects of home-grown feed preservation and processing.
So, with another harvest season fast approaching we offer a snapshot summary of our current
product range, together with some of the services available to farmers and contractors to help
achieve maximum yield, labour and energy efficiency, increased profit potential and protection
from fluctuating bought-in feed prices and supply.
All these products can be found on our website (kelvincave.com) where you can browse
and download product brochures, specifications and usage guides or post your questions.
Alternatively, call us on 01458 252 281.

Harvesting

The Wile Crimping Moisture Meter, available exclusively from Kelvin
Cave Ltd, tests whole grain, and will give accurate readings on all grain from
12% up to 50% moisture. Quick and easy to use, this meter will make life
easier for contractors and farmers, helping to ensure that correct levels of
Crimpstore and Propcorn NC preservatives are applied.
Our website contains a wealth of information and practical tips to help you
identify visual clues that determine the readiness of various cereal crops for
harvesting at their optimum nutritional value.
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Preserving

Essential for the effective preservation of high value crimped feeds,
Crimpstore 2000S (and Crimpstore Premier for organic farms) and
Crimpstore Hi-Dry are applied by a pump applicator through the crimping
machine. These preservatives work by directly acidifying the crimped grain,
thereby minimising the amount of valuable rumen nutrients that could be
lost in a poorly controlled fermentation. The formulations are designed
to give maximum protection against spoilage organisms that could cause
deterioration of the feed once the clamp or bag is opened at feedout.

Propcorn NC is the non-corrosive version of its well-known predecessor
Propcorn. Made non-corrosive by Taminco’s special gaseous ammoniation
buffering process, Propcorn NC can be applied to all cereal grains and
pulses to safeguard against the formation of yeasts, moulds and mycotoxins
during storage for up to 12 months. (You can find more information about
this product on page 5 of this edition of KnowHow.)
Safesil is ideal for wholecrop silage, destroying moulds and preventing

heating. (You can find more information about this product on page 9 of this
edition of KnowHow.)

Crimping

Kelvin Cave Ltd are sole distributors in the UK and Eire for the Murska/
Korte range of grain crimpers and baggers. The range includes machines

with from 5 to 40+ tonnes per hour throughput covering all the requirements
of farmers and contractors alike.
Options and extras include mill and mix, on-board weighing systems and a
range of chassis/towbar options.
We offer comprehensive repair and customising facilities in our own
workshops, and a spare parts service of key components as well as a roller
refurbishment facility, all designed to keep your machine in tip-top condition.
We also offer reconditioned, pre-owned machines subject to availability.

The KC Bruiser 1250 and 600 are dedicated to the high-output production
of traditional, flat-rolled grain for home-grown cereal blends and crimping.
The 600mm diameter, flat rollers will process any grain and can be adjusted
to produce exactly the quality of roll required for any situation. Depending
on the type, quality and moisture content of the grain, the KC Bruiser 1250
can achieve outputs from 15-40 tonnes/hour, and the smaller KC Bruiser
600 will process from 7-20 tonnes/hour.

Ensiling

Good clamp management can be achieved with our range of products to
make your clamp more airtight, secure and well protected. It includes:

ClampFilm, a green 40-micron primary silage sheet that is spread directly
on top of the clamped feed to vacuum seal it. It is 40% stronger than other
vacuum sheets; don’t be fooled into buying copy-cat products - if it’s not
green it’s not ClampFilm!

O2 Barrier 2in1, an innovative combination of polyethylene silage film and
polyamide vacuum film in a single sheet, exclusively from Kelvin Cave Ltd.
ClampTiles are a long awaited alternative to tyres for weighting down
sheeting. Made from 90 per cent re-cycled material with a life expectancy
of around 15 years they are easy to handle and stackable when not in use.
ClampNet is a 300g/m² heavy-duty green silage cover with seamed,
stitched edges to prevent fraying or unravelling and protect clamps from
birds and mammals. It incorporates loops for securely attaching gravel bags.
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OUR NEW WEBSITE INCLUDES
ALL YOU NEED TO GROW
Packed with essential product information,
technical articles, best practice guides,
news and case studies, our all-new website
features an intuitive user interface that
makes light work of finding just what
you’re looking for.
With links to social media it’s easy to
share information, ask questions and keep
up-to-date with events in the farming and
livestock industry.
Our new site is fully optimised for laptop and desktop PCs as well as tablets and smartphones so
you’re never more than a few clicks away from the most comprehensive source of information on
all aspects of home-grown feed preservation and processing.
Our web address is the same: kelvincave.com - be sure to bookmark us and add us to ‘favourites’.

Dates
for your
Diary

Come and see us at any of the following
events throughout 2014:

21-22 May Grassland & Muck
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire

22 May Beef Expo

Hexham Mart, Hexham, Northumberland

11-12 June Cereals

Chrishall Grange, nr Duxford, Cambs.

18 June Herefordshire NMR Farm
Walk 2014
Court Farm, Kempley, Gloucestershire

19-22 June Royal Highland Show
Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, Edinburgh

2-3 July Livestock
NEC Birmingham

4 July British Grassland Summer Tour

27 May Grass Tech 2014

North East of Scotland

29 May RABDF Gold Cup Open Day

The Showground, Kelleythorpe, Driffield

5 June Royal Welsh Grassland &
Alternative Energy Event

Llanelwedd, Builth Wells, Powys

5-7 June Royal Cornwall Show

1 October Dairy Show

Plewlands, Duffus, Elgin

Wilderley Hall, Pulverbatch, Shrewsbury

Upper Esgair, Llanbadarn Fynydd

The Royal Cornwall Showground, Wadebridge

All you need to grow

16 July Driffield Show

21-24 July Royal Welsh Show
17 September UK Dairy Day

The International Centre, St. Quentin Gate, Telford
Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet

t: 01458 252 281
e: sales@kelvincave.com
kelvincave.com
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