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NO SHORT RATIONS WITH MILL AND MIX

One of the first adopters of the new Murska 350 based mill & mix
machine from Kelvin Cave Ltd is Gary Johnson who farms in
partnership with his parents at Grange Farm, Middleton-on-the
Wolds in East Yorkshire.

cost by formulating an all-in-one product. Word soon spread that Gary
had purchased the new machine and he has already carried out a few
jobs for friends and neighbours who have been similarly impressed with
the quality of the sample it produces.

The Johnson farm consists of 180 acres (56 acres each of wheat and
barley, with the rest mainly being down to grass) plus rented seasonal
grazing. This supports a suckler herd of 65 cows with a further 300
Holstein/Friesian bulls being bought in direct from local dairy farms.
These are finished on a dry cereal-based mix with peas, molasses and a
mineral/protein balancer.

“The output of the mill when just rolling grain is higher than the 5t/hr
Michael quoted me when I bought it! I’ve done several dry rolling-only
jobs as well as applying non-corrosive Propcorn NC for one of my
customers”, explains a delighted Gary.

Whilst visiting the Driffield Show some four years ago Gary (pictured
right) became interested in the Murska roller mills but was worried that
he would be unable to mix in protein, including urea, accurately. He
subsequently decided to rely on a contractor with a mill and mix lorry but
increases in fuel prices have since seen the cost of buying in this facility
soar to over £1000 per month.
Kelvin Cave sales representative Michael Carpenter says whilst he firmly
believes that crimping is the most cost effective way of feeding cereals to
cattle, it may not suit every farming situation from a management point
of view. “There are many profitable and well managed beef enterprises
which for one reason or another prefer to feed ad lib dry cereal- based
rations, now our new mill and mix machine will enable them to become
more self-sufficient and reduce costs.”
After a long discussion with Michael and his colleague Keith Williamson
at the 2010 Driffield Show, where we had a mill and mix machine on our
stand, Gary and his parents decided there and then to purchase it and
returned next day with the tractor to take it home! This was despite them
being fully aware that this was only the second machine of its kind that
we had manufactured.
Gary explains that although the machine has required some modification
to meet his requirements, technical support from both Keith and Michael
has resulted in a machine capable of producing the ration he requires
consistently, without any problems.
“A big benefit of this machine”, says Gary, “is that it produces a sample
which is coarser and less dusty than that produced by the mobile mill,
and therefore less molasses is used, yet the ration seems more palatable
as it does not absorb as much.”

More than anything Gary Johnson likes the fact that not relying on a
contractor gives him the flexibility to roll what he wants when he wants,
so the ration is fresher, something he’s convinced is improving intakes
especially in the younger cattle.
Now Gary is actively looking for more contracting work, offering a mill and
mix service and Propcorn NC treatment or dry rolling in his area. Even
without this extra contract work, and taking fuel costs into account, he
believes the machine will have paid for itself in less than two years and
will operate efficiently and reliably for much longer.

The 2mm fluted rollers mean that peas mixed with the barley can be
processed at the same time. Gary is currently adding a bag of minerals
with urea and quarter of a bag of another mineral supplement, but
Michael is investigating the possibility of simplifying this and reducing the
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