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Reaching the gold
standard in clamp
protection.

Mill-and-mix proves a
great time-saver on
busy farm.

Kelvin Cave receives the Dr Alban Davies Trophy from David Morgan,
President of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society. Also pictured is Andy
Strzelecki (left), Bryn Thomas (centre) and David Warner (right).

KC’s SilaPactor receives
award for innovation
The team at Kelvin Cave Ltd is
celebrating a major industry
award, having returned home from
the Royal Welsh Show with the
prestigious Dr Alban Davies Trophy.

the three judges. They are experts
in efficient forage production and
this innovation could be of great
value on Welsh farms where forage
is so important.”

The prize was awarded for the
SilaPactor – the heavyweight
implement which has the capacity
to increase the density of silage
by as much as 40% – which
fought off competition from every
machine exhibitor at this major
farming event.

Praising the efficacy and simplicity
of the SilaPactor, he said: “In all
respects it’s a great device and
for the cost involved it’s good
value for money – you are winning
in all directions.”

Awarded for the ‘machine,
implement or device which is likely
to be of most benefit to Welsh
farmers’, the judges were not only
fulsome in their praise for the
SilaPactor itself, but commended
the entire Kelvin Cave silagemaking system.
John Robertson, chairman of the
judges, said: “This is a company
that knows its stuff and impressed

Previous winners of the award –
which has been an annual highlight
of the Royal Welsh Show since
the 1950s – include Massey
Ferguson, The Ford Motor
Company and Lister.
“We feel it’s a great honour that
our silage-making system has been
recognised in this way and always
strive to find the best feed and
forage preservation solution for
any UK situation,” said company
managing director, Kelvin Cave.

To discover what makes SilaPactor such a winner, turn to page 5.
Have it your way.
A flexible approach
to machine build.

Visit us at any of the trade and regional events we
are attending in the coming months. (See back cover for diary dates)

Going for

GOLD
ClampNet

just got even
better!

Secure your silage investment with our newly released very
high quality heavy duty (300g/m²) silage cover - ClampNet
Gold.
Made from a finely-knitted UV-stable (there is a ten-year
full UV stability guarantee) high density polyethylene
(HDPE) material which will not fray or unravel, ClampNet
Gold’s flexibility enables it to mould into the contours of
the silage - giving it maximum contact with the top silage
sheet to help maximise aerobic stability and minimise windlift when weighted down with gravel bags or ClampTiles.
ClampNet Gold will also protect the silage sheet from
sunlight and reduce damage caused by birds and animals.

NEW
UCT
PROD

For more details and to discuss your specific
needs please contact your local Kelvin Cave
area manager (see back page), or call us on
01458 252281.

Turning the corner in clamp protection
David Warner, our Southern Area sales manager, has come up with what we think is a very simple, but
highly effective way of making an O2 Barrier 2in1 covered clamp really airtight.
This simple method of sealing a clamp with the top quality silage sheet O2 Barrier 2in1, ensures full contact
between the polyamide vacuum film layer of the sheet and the silage, right to the edge of the clamp. It also
stops almost all the rain water from the top of the clamp from running
O2 Barrier 2in1
GRAVEL BAG
down between the side sheet and the clamp wall (water is channelled
to the front of the clamp), providing a level of protection to your valuable
feed crop that really doesn’t get any better.
We’ve christened this method of sheeting the ‘Warner Corner’.

SIDE SHEET

Give it a try for yourself and let us know what you think.

■
■
■
■
■
■
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The making of a Warner Corner
Use side sheets with a surplus of at least 1 to 2 metres
on each side.
When ordering your O2 Barrier 2in1 ask for a size that will
give you at least 1 to 1.5 metre surplus on each side.
Cover the clamp with the O2 Barrier 2in1, draping the
surplus sheet over the clamp walls on top of the side sheets.

SILAGE

GRAVEL BAGS

ClampNet Gold

O2 Barrier 2in1
SIDE SHEET

Place gravel bags tight to the edge of the clamp on top
of the O2 Barrier 2in1.
Now bring the side sheet AND top sheet together and fold
inwards over the gravel bags and weight down both sheets
with ClampNet Gold and further gravel bags or ClampTiles.
This creates your Warner’s Corner - a complete airtight seal.

SILAGE

kelvincave.com

Managing forage to
cut out waste
David Allin runs a typical British dairy farm and
has a typical British farmer’s attitude to waste.
Avoiding it at all costs wherever he can, he has
implemented strict procedures to ensure this
applies to forage – the most important source
of winter feed on the farm.
Farming with his wife, Rachael, and son, Stuart,
at Brittons Farm in Goldworthy, near Bideford
in Devon, he says this includes using the topof-the-range silage preservative, Safesil; using
heavy machinery to roll the clamp; taking
the time to cover his silage as thoroughly as
possible with the most impermeable sheeting
on the market; and keeping the silage face flat
and tidy during feed-out.
The results, he believes, have been more than
worthwhile, as his forages – comprising up
to four cuts of grass as well as wholecrop
wheat and maize – have lasted well throughout
even the hottest summers and cut out his
earlier losses.
“Maize was the first crop we tried with Safesil,
and from the first year we tried it we could see
there was no waste,” he says. “The face always
stayed cold – even when we used it through
the hot summer weather – and there was no
wastage at the shoulders.”
However, he insists that sheeting is also carried
out meticulously and says that using O2 Barrier
2in1 has significantly helped with the process.
“O2 Barrier 2in1 is applied as a single sheet but
separates into two when it makes contact with
the silage,” explains Rachel Webber, Kelvin
Cave’s area manager for West Devon and
Cornwall. “The lower layer is a vacuum film
which separates from the top film as it absorbs
moisture from the silage, and is sucked on to
the forage to form an airtight seal.”
This effect ensures anaerobic conditions
are rapidly created while the extreme
impermeability of the sheeting – allowing
through six to ten times less oxygen than
previous systems – prevents further air from
entering the clamp.
“Previously we used two separate sheets but
have found that by applying them together
as one, it is so easy to use and has saved so
much time,” says Mr Allin. “You can guarantee
when you’re sheeting that the wind will always

01458 252 281

Farmer David Allin with KC’s Rachel Webber

come from somewhere, and when you have
two sheets to apply separately, the process
is more difficult.”
Once the sheeting is covering his wellcompacted silage – which has been rolled with a
heavy telehandler which has smaller tyres than
his tractor and so concentrates the weight – he
takes great care with the sealing.
“Some of our clamps have earth banks so we
have to take particular care with these,” he
says. “We actually use the top sheeting from
the previous year to line the sides of the earth
clamp and leave these sheets hanging over the
side before sheeting the top.
“Then we put sandbags on both side and top
sheets and fold them both over, adding another
layer of sandbags and securing the cover on top
of the whole thing.”
This is said to cut out wastage on even these
difficult clamps, while the silage in the concretesided pits is said to have the ‘textbook look’.
“The maize in last year’s maize clamp was our
best ever and had no waste at all,” he says. “And
I’ve noticed all of the forage has had a better
analysis over the last few years.”
The 135 cows at Brittons Farm are also milking
well on it, yielding 8,500 litres at 4.25% fat and
3.35% protein from the Total Mixed Ration (fed
to maintenance plus 26 litres) with a top-up of
concentrates for the higher yielders.
“We are certainly very happy with the forage
and this year’s crop is looking good too,” says
Mr Allin. “But there are many other areas of the
farm which we still have to improve!”
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GOING THROUGH THE MILL
Mill-and-mix upgrade transforms the working day
Finishing 800 store cattle on the farm every
year and processing all of the stock’s grain
through a small static mill, the Wilcock family
from Gladden Hey Farm in Wigan knew the
time had come to upgrade their system.
Comprising a family partnership of David
and his son Martin with his two brothers and
nephew, the team – which also runs a busy
haulage business – was keen to streamline the
farming day and cut the hours of labour spent
preparing cattle feed.
“The old mill would only process around
1 tonne of grain an hour which meant we had it
running for about 28 hours a week,” says Martin.
“But when we started looking around for an
alternative we found there was very little which
offered us the flexibility, ease of operation and
the time-saving we wanted.”
They were finally introduced to Michael
Carpenter, Kelvin Cave’s northern area manager,
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who explained that the company not only
offered a range of Korte and Murska mills
which would meet their required throughput,
but that the mills could be modified at the
company’s Somerset workshop to precisely
suit the family’s needs.
“They opted for the Murska 700 which offers
a throughput of 10 to 12 tonnes per hour and
can be adapted so that other ingredients can
be added after the grain has been processed,”
says Michael.
The Wilcocks chose to add a hopper which
would be used for their high protein concentrate
plus a smaller hopper for minerals, while the
framework for an IBC allows molasses to be fed
straight into the mix.
“The hoppers are very easy to calibrate via a
variable speed hydraulic motor, and the final
product is dust-free and palatable, which is
important for driving intakes on their ad lib

kelvincave.com

What makes

feeding system,” he says.
The M700 mill has now been on the Wilcocks’
farm for around three years where it is
estimated to have processed around 4,000
tonnes to date and has transformed the family’s
working day.
“We feed around 4 tonnes/day and prefer to
mix a few small batches each week to keep
the feed fresh,” says David. “It takes less than
an hour to mill each batch which means a job
which used to take 28 hours is now done in
around three hours each week.”
With most of the grain from the farm’s 500
acres of wheat and barley going through the
mill, the family says the machine has lived up to
their expectations in every way.
“We’re very pleased with its performance and
reliability and receive good back-up as
Michael has popped in a few times to reset the
rollers if the sample has not been to our liking,”
says Martin.
He also believes the key to its trouble-free
operation is in keeping the machine maintained
so he steam-cleans the mixer every six weeks
and greases it regularly.
“We also wanted a mill that travelled well on the
road and did not have too large a horse power
requirement as at peak times there may not be a
large tractor in the yard,” adds Martin’s nephew,
Thomas, who now does most of the milling. “We
find it is economic to run and a 100HP tractor
handles it easily and in terms of ease of use and
the time it has saved it is probably one of the
most useful machines on the farm.”

SilaPactor

a worthy winner?
Having been awarded the prestigious
Dr Alban Davies Trophy at this year’s Royal
Welsh Show (see lead story on front page),
just what are the key features that caught
the judges’ eye and convinced them that
SilaPactor was such a worthy winner?

Here are some SilaPactor facts:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

About four tonnes in weight
Mounted on three-point linkage
Three-metre width
Comprises 11 roller wheels
Increases silage consolidation by
up to 40%
Rapidly excludes air and improves
forage stability
Saves time and fuel when rolling silage
Allows more forage to be stored in
a given area

Martin concurs and says he would happily
recommend Kelvin Cave mills and will not look
elsewhere when the time comes to trade it in.
The proof of the product is seen in the finished
cattle which are mostly sold through Chelford
where the family has a good reputation for the
quality of its stock.
Most are bought by independent butchers
rather the larger processors and as David pulls
out the previous week’s report it shows that
six of the sale’s top seven cattle came from the
Wilcock family and all were purchased by the
same buyer.

Pictured above are Martin Wilcock (right) and
his nephew Thomas with their Murska 700 milland-mix machine which processes much of their
farm’s 500 acres of cereals.

01458 252 281
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TOP
GEAR

that really packs a punch!

Henry Ford was once quoted as saying of his iconic Model T motorcar that “you
can have it in any colour you like, so long as it’s black.” Yet, despite his somewhat
intransigent attitude to customisation, he went on to become one of the most
successful car makers of all time.
Here at Kelvin Cave Ltd we’re known for our brand leading Korte (green) and Murska
(purple) grain processing machines, all of which are synonymous with quality and
reliability. However, we don’t subscribe to a ‘one size fits all’ philosophy – and we’re not
just talking throughput capacities of 1.5 to 50 tonnes/hour either. We understand that
farmers and contractors often have very different and specific needs and expectations
from their machines, which, unlike Henry Ford, we are more than happy to deliver.
Over the years we have faced numerous challenges from customers seeking to
incorporate the proven performance of our grain-crimping and rolling technology into
machines that can offer even more than just their outstanding grain-processing ability.
This has brought about the development of mill-and-mix machines with integrated
on-board hoppers and tanks for adding minerals, protein and molasses supplements to
grain to produce high value, balanced, concentrate feed at the
point of processing.
Thanks to our dedicated engineering team and extensive
fabrication and workshop facilities, we can design and
build bespoke chassis and trailer units to help make
machines across the range easily relocatable, as well as
constructing static, gantry-mounted installations, such as
this electrically powered Korte 1400 (pictured right), which
is destined for a feed blending facility.
Add-ons, such as on-board weighing, have proved
particularly popular with contractors who need to monitor
and record throughput accurately for their clients, as well
as for farmers seeking a simple method of determining
crop yields.

6

kelvincave.com

DID YOU KNOW? …

Our own KC Bruiser 600 and 1250 British-built
grain-rolling machines are helping to further
expand the options available to farmers, and
can also be fitted with weighing systems and
ancillary features.

World-renowned Korte rollers
can be retrofitted to some
other proprietary makes of
grain-processing machines,
helping to improve their
throughput performance
and reliability.

PLAN AHEAD
With the harvest season all but over for another
year, now is a good time to take stock of the
toll taken on machines and plan ahead for any
maintenance or repairs that may be necessary.
We can undertake all forms of mechanical
and electrical repairs and refurbishment
including complete strip-downs, bearing and
drive-train replacements, roller refurbishment
and machining, shot blasting, re-spraying,
rewiring and general maintenance checks.
Much of this work is best done before laying-up
machines for the winter and, if done now, can
contribute significantly to longevity and reliability
over time. Contact us now to book your machine
in for a refurbishment or to discuss your specific
requirements for a bespoke mill-and-mix unit.
As the sole UK distributor for Korte and Murska
we have exclusive access to approved spares
and components, as well as the technical
expertise and support of the world leader in
grain-processing machinery.

01458 252 281

DID YOU KNOW? …

We can often provide
pre-owned machines that have
been fully refurbished in our
own workshops, providing an
affordable entry point to
home-grown feed processing.
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Dates
for your
Diary

Meet the
Sales Team
Kelvin Cave

Managing Director
07977 252 661
kelvin@kelvincave.co.uk

Andy Strzelecki

Technical Director
07977 252 664
andy@kelvincave.co.uk

Come and see us at any of the following
events throughout the remainder of 2015
and early 2016:

16 September
UK Dairy Day

The International Centre, Telford
Ian Hall

Sales Director
07977 252 663
ian@kelvincave.co.uk

Michael Carpenter

Area Sales Manager
Northern
07817 977 701
michael@kelvincave.co.uk

Bryn Thomas

Area Sales Manager
North Wales & Cheshire
07739 323 322
bryn@kelvincave.co.uk

7 October
Dairy Event

Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet

30 October
Borderway Agri Expo

Borderway Mart, Rosehill, Carlisle

11 November
Beef South West
Westpoint, Exeter

30 November - 1 December
Royal Welsh Winter Fair

Llanelwedd, Builth Wells, Powys

10 December
Contractor 2015

East of England Showground, Peterborough
Rachel Webber

Area Sales Manager
Cornwall & West Devon
07801 200 546
rachel@kelvincave.co.uk

David Warner

Area Sales Manager
Southern
07814 934 481
david@kelvincave.com

20-21 January
LAMMA 2016

East of England Showground, Peterborough

3 February
YAMS

York Auction Centre, Murton, York

2 March
Agri-Expo (S.E.)

Kent Showground, Detling, Maidstone

All you need to grow
t: 01458 252 281 e: sales@kelvincave.com
kelvincave.com

