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Preserve, Compact & Protect -
three steps to silage excellence
Making great silage simply means 
preserving as much of the natural 
and nutritional goodness in the 
crop for as long as possible, with 
minimal loss and spoilage along 
the way. And it is easily achieved 
if, in the words of the late great 
Eddie Cochran* “you follow steps 
one, two and three.”

Step 1 Preserve  
Are you up for the Challenge?

We introduced Safesil silage 
preservative to UK farmers 
in 2010, and since 
then it has gained an 
enviable reputation 
for the effective 
preservation of 
silage crops across 
a wide range of 
forage types and dry 
matter contents. 

As part of our 
continuing commitment 
to product development we 
launched Safesil Challenge for the 

2016 silage season. Designed for 
use when silage-making 
and/or crop conditions present 
a real challenge to achieving a 
good lactic fermentation, Safesil 
Challenge uses a different balance 
of the same three human-food-
grade preservatives as the 
original Safesil. 

Safesil Challenge, with its higher 
sodium nitrite content, is ideal 
for Big Bale silage and for crops 

ensiled with DM content 
below 28% and/or when 

there is a risk of soil 
or slurry/dirty water 
contamination of
the crop. 

Because Safesil 
Challenge destroys 

the clostridia and 
enterobacteria 

(pictured left) that 
thrive in these conditions 

it ensures a controlled, lactic 
fermentation and creates 

Focus on

Silage Perfection

Continued on page 2*Three Steps to Heaven (released March 1960)
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conditions unsuitable for the growth of fungi 
and listeria. Effective on grass, arable (e.g. 
legume/cereal mixes) and high-protein forages 
where the buffering capacity and low dry 
matter of the crop can result in a high risk 
of a poor fermentation, Safesil Challenge is 
supplied as a ready-to-use liquid.

The original Safesil is ideal for higher dry 
matter silage where aerobic deterioration is 
the biggest challenge. Its higher concentrations 
of yeast- and mould-killing potassium sorbate 
and sodium benzoate result in long-term 
stability in the open clamp and feed trough, 
minimising nutrient loss and the risk of 
mycotoxin formation. 
 
Application rates for all types of silage crops 
can be viewed at kelvincave.com/forage/
silage-preservatives/safesil-silage-additive-
preservation.

Independent experts in forage preservation 
estimate that, on average, 25% of the crop 
dry matter harvested for silage in the UK is 
lost between harvest and feedout. This loss 
costs the livestock industry tens of millions of 
pounds every year by increasing the need for 
expensive bought-in concentrate feeds in 
order to maintain economic production of 
milk and meat. 

Generally speaking, silage dry matter losses 
are caused by the activity of naturally-
occurring micro-organisms - aerobic bacteria, 
which break down nutrients pre-ensiling; 
enterobacteria and clostridia, which cause 
undesirable and wasteful fermentation in the 
clamp or bale; and yeasts and moulds which 
are responsible for aerobic spoilage and 
heating during the feedout period. All these 
organisms tend to use the most digestible 
parts of the forage nutrients, breaking them 
down and using their energy, while producing 
carbon dioxide, water and other by-products of 
no nutritional value to the rumen. 
 
Unlike biological silage additives, Safesil 
and Safesil Challenge actually kill clostridia, 
enterobacteria, yeasts and moulds, ensuring a 
‘clean’ lactic fermentation and extraordinarily 
stable silage during feedout. Scientific trials 
have shown that overall DM losses can be 
reduced to single figure values in silage treated 
with Safesil preservatives.

Safesil and Safesil Challenge can be 

guaranteed to give long-term storage stability 
of silage, further enhanced when used in 
conjunction with steps 2 and 3.

Step 2 Compact
Well worth the weight!

Ensuring forage clamps are well compacted is 
essential in order to eradicate air pockets (the 
breeding ground for aerobic bacteria, yeasts 
and moulds) and to create the anaerobic 
conditions essential for a good fermentation. 
Independent trials have shown that the better 
the compaction the lower the losses due 
to poor fermentation. What’s more, a well 
compacted silage face can be cut out more 
easily, and is more stable because air cannot 
penetrate as far into the silage mass.

Since its introduction to farms and AD plants 
across the UK our award winning* SilaPactor 
has demonstrated its worth, speeding up the 
silage compaction process almost four fold 
and saving both time and fuel compared to 
conventional tractor rolling. 

In comparisons with conventional compacting 
techniques SilaPactor has been shown to 
increase dry matter compaction density by 
up to 40 per cent, resulting in better use of 
available clamp space and much improved 
silage quality.

Thanks to the phenomenal success of 

* “Best Farm Product” Western Morning News  
   Countryside Awards for 2015/16.

   Dr Alban Davies Trophy – Royal Welsh Show 2015

The latest 4 metres wide (5.8 - 6.0 tonnes) SilaPactor

Continued from front page
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SilaPactor we have now increased the range of 
sizes available to meet growing demand from 
both small- and large-scale users.

2.1 metres wide  - 2.5-2.7 tonnes
2.6 metres wide - 3.5-3.8 tonnes
3.0 metres wide - 3.8-4.0 tonnes
4.0 metres wide - 5.8-6.0 tonnes

So, having treated your silage with Safesil and 
compacted it with SilaPactor, there’s just one 
thing left to do …

Step 3 Protect
Cover your tracks!

O2 Barrier 2in1 is the only top and oxygen-
barrier vacuum sheet combination available. 
One sheet transforms into two on the clamp, 
reducing work-load and providing the ultimate 
silage clamp sealing solution! O2 Barrier 2in1 
combines an 80µm polyethylene silage 
sheet film and 20µm polyamide vacuum film 
in a single sheet. Its unique clamp-sealing 
properties provide up to ten times less 
oxygen permeability when compared with 
conventional sheeting systems, resulting in 
better long-term preservation and reduced 
fermentation losses. 

Within a short time of being laid on the clamp 
the vacuum film absorbs moisture from the 
silage and separates from the top film, it is then 
sucked down onto the silage surface, creating 
an air-tight seal.

Up to 40% lighter than standard silage sheet 
systems but with at least as much strength, 
O2 Barrier 2in1 ensures the rapid formation 
and sustainability of anaerobic conditions in 
any clamp of ensiled moist feed. Since only 
one sheet is required to achieve an effective 
seal, clamp covering can be done in a single 
step, saving around half the time taken using 
traditional methods. Its reduced weight makes 
it easier to handle and reduces disposal/
recycling costs.

Top and shoulder waste can be eliminated with 
the use of O2 Barrier 2in1, especially when it 
is applied using the ‘Warner’s Corner’ sealing 
technique, devised by David Warner, our 
Southern Area Sales Manager. 

This method ensures full contact between the 
polyamide vacuum film layer of the sheet and 
the silage, right to the edge of the clamp. It 
also stops almost all the rain water from the 

top of the clamp from running down between 
the side sheet and the clamp wall (water is 
channelled to the front of the clamp), providing 
a high level of protection for your valuable feed 
crop that really doesn’t get any better. The 
process is simple:

1.  Use side sheets with a surplus of at least 1 to  
    2 metres on each side.
2.  Use O2 Barrier 2in1 at a size that will give you  
    at least 1 to 1.5 metres surplus on each side.
3.  Cover the clamp with the O2 Barrier 2in1,  
    draping the surplus sheet over the clamp  
    walls on top of the side sheets.
4.  Place gravel bags tight to the edge of the  
    clamp on top of the O2 Barrier 2in1.
5.  Now bring the side sheet AND O2 Barrier 2in1  
    together and fold inwards over the gravel  
    bags and weight down both sheets with  
    ClampNet* and further gravel bags or  
     ClampTiles*.
6. This creates your Warner’s Corner - a complete  
     airtight seal.

*More information about ClampNet and ClampTiles 
can be found on page 7 in this edition of 
KnowHow. We recommend their use in conjunction 
with the stages of preservation and protection 
described above, in order to maximise return on 
your investment in achieving optimal stability, 
palatability and nutritional content of your 
valuable silage crops.

O2 BARRIER 2in1

SIDE SHEET

GRAVEL BAG

O2 BARRIER 2in1

SIDE SHEET

GRAVEL BAGS

CLAMPNET

Steps 1 to 4

Steps 5 and 6
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Like most dairy producers, Michael and Richard 
Whitehurst are reliant on high quality forage 
to produce profitable milk, so when things go 
wrong with the silage, a big impression is made 
on the farm’s bottom line.

This was exactly the situation on Manor Farm 
in Nobut, near Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, where 
the brothers had battled, year after year, to 
improve the quality of their grass silage.

“The silage looked perfect when you opened 
the clamp but by the time we got across the 
face it was already deteriorating,” says Michael. 
“It was heating up, there were patches of 
mould and it was almost going black.”

With a 120-head herd of pedigree Holsteins 
producing high component milk for Joseph 
Heler on a cheese contract, this was the sort of 
quality which could not be tolerated.

The worst of the silage had to be fed to 
youngstock, the milking herd’s trough had to 
be emptied and routinely cleaned of rejected 
material and Michael estimates that over the 
course of the winter, around two to three 
weeks’ worth of forage had to be thrown away.

The brothers knew they were using all the right 
techniques with their silage making – removing 
molehills to avoid soil contamination, cutting in 
the afternoon when sugars were high, wilting 
and then tedding after six to eight hours, and 
then consolidating thoroughly before securely 
sheeting at the clamp.

It was therefore a source of great frustration 
that the forage continued to let them down 
and although the company supplying their 
bacterial inoculant did their best to help, they 
were unable to arrive at any solutions.

So, it was with some trepidation that they 
approached Kelvin Cave Ltd, having read an 
article which described someone having almost 
identical problems to their own, and seen the 
claims made for the silage preservative Safesil.

The brothers decided to take the plunge with 
Safesil in around 2010, having learnt that it had 
a completely different method of preservation 
from the products they had previously used.

Kelvin Cave’s sales manager for the region, 
Bryn Thomas, explains: “Safesil contains the 
ingredients sodium benzoate and potassium 
sorbate, which will actually eliminate the 
activity of moulds, so we were confident that, if 
applied at the correct rate of 3 litres/tonne, the 
Whitehursts would not have problems at the 
clamp face.”

The product also includes sodium nitrite which 
kills harmful bacteria; it helps achieve a rapid 
fermentation and can be relied upon to quickly 
and consistently stabilise the forage.

“The price scared me at the time but we also 
knew we were throwing away buckets of waste 
every week,” says Michael. “And now we know 
the outcome we know it isn’t expensive as 
it has paid for itself more than twice over in 

The Whitehurst family’s accountant was one of the first to notice the 
financial impact of using Safesil – and that’s because its benefits far  
out-weighed its cost!

Silage problems solved once and for all
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reduced vets’ bills and lack of waste alone.”

Michael refers to the reliably high quality of 
the grass silage he has made every year since 
Safesil was introduced and he attributes 
the reduction in vets’ bills to less acidosis, 
fewer displaced abomasums and improved 
metabolic health. 

“You only needed to look at it to see the 
quality was high,” he says. “We knew it looked 
good – as did Ian Smith (see panel overleaf), 
our nutritionist – and the cows will always 
tell you when something is right. This smelt 
different, the texture was different, it was cold 
to the touch and it just ate better.”

With higher intakes in evidence, the herd 
continues to perform well on its largely home-
grown ration, currently with a 12-month rolling 
average of 8,762kg at 4.45% fat and 3.36%  
protein (305 days).

“Forage really is the mainstay of the farm, so  
we know if we get this right other things  
should follow,” says Michael. “Our accountant 
certainly noticed the impact 12 months down 
the line and asked how we had made such a 
dent in our vet bills.”

One season’s use of Safesil was sufficient to 
convince the brothers the preservative should 
also be used on all of the 450-acre mixed 
arable farm’s forages and they now use it 
whenever they grow maize and routinely on 
their wholecrop.

“We started using it on grass because that’s 
where we were having the problems but once 
we saw the job it did, we used it the following 
year on wholecrop,” he says. “This is always 
going to be a more difficult crop because of 
its high dry matter, and more fungal spores will 
come in from the field on a cereal crop.”

Wet years are said to be particularly 
problematic for wholecrop, although the most 
difficult year was in 2013 when the brothers 
had the opposite problem.

“In that year our pea and barley wholecrop 
dry matter was 48% as we had had to drill in 
two halves a fortnight apart,” explains Michael. 
“When it came to harvest, half was ready and 
half was too ripe so it was a difficult crop 
to ensile.

“However, whatever we have thrown at it, 
Safesil has done the job and this high dry 
matter wholecrop was perfectly preserved.”

The icing on the cake has come with numerous 
competition wins and the farm now regularly 
features amongst the prizes for its wholecrop 
and its grass silage in the Staffordshire and 
Birmingham Agricultural Society’s forage 
competitions.

But most of all, the family is happy with the 
impact Safesil has had on herd health and 
performance, and the farm’s bottom line, and 
they always have complete confidence in the 
quality of forage they are making.

“If you are going to go to the expense of 
making silage, you might as well do it right, 
and I am now happy our silage is perfect right 
to the top of the clamp,” says Michael. “Other 
products we have used in the past have not 
come close to Safesil – I will happily endorse 
anything that works.

Continued on page 6

Above:  Farmer Richard Whitehurst with part of the herd.

Page 4 (main): The face of the silage clamp with no signs of 
spoilage, and (inset) Richard’s brother Michael (r) discusses 
silage quality with Kelvin Cave Ltd’s Bryn Thomas.
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Continued from page 5

“It’s very easy to make a loss in dairy farming 
and the last 18 months have been extremely 
difficult,” he continues. “We’re only getting 
27p/litre for our milk which certainly 
isn’t enough but our  
accountant tells us we  
are still managing to  
make a profit.”

The nutritionist’s view
Independent nutritionist, Ian Smith  
(pictured), compiles Manor Farm’s rations 
and says his remit is to use straightforward, 
largely home-grown, feeds to cost-effectively 
produce high quality milk.

“I know what a tight ship the Whitehursts run 
and I have to do everything for this unit in a 
carefully costed way,” he says. “High intakes 
of forage are essential in this endeavour, for 
which we need consistency, a lack of anti-
nutritional factors such as moulds and high 
intake characteristics.

“In the past few years we have had all of this, 
although I am aware of the problems they had 
in the past.

“Michael and Richard are very good at making 
silage which they take at the right growth 
stage for a good nutritional value, but it’s also 
important to present it in a consistent and 
highly palatable condition.

“They make up to three types of high quality 
forage and have cows which are well-bred 
and have the capacity for high intakes – all of 
which is behind this herd’s good rumen health 
and outstanding milk quality.

“Great care is also taken to mix and present 
the ration well, and despite some old facilities 
– such as the old-fashioned trough with the 
tiled bottom – everything is well-considered 
with meticulous attention paid to detail.

“If forage isn’t 100% here it definitely causes 
an issue but theirs has been consistently good 
for the past several years.”

DON’T JUST TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT
We are passionate about helping you to 
get the most out of your home-grown feed 
crops. But do our recommendations for 
good practice and investment in the best 
preservatives and machinery really make a 
difference to forage quality?

Our Field Study bulletins document real-life 
case studies with genuine user experiences 
and endorsements, and they’re all available 
to read or download from our website:

kelvincave.com/science-centre/field-studies

So don’t just take our word for it. Hear it 
from farmers for whom we’ve really made  
a difference!
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WHY YOUR
OLD TYRES
SHOULD BE
RETIRED

If your farmyard has a corner that resembles 
a car scrapyard it’s very likely you’re still 
weighting down your silage sheeting with old 
car tyres. But while they may be heavy and 
plentiful (and in many cases free), they also 
have their drawbacks.

Firstly, because they are round and have a 
hole in the middle they leave portions of the 
top sheet exposed to the elements and at risk 
of damage from birds and vermin. Secondly, 
they trap rainwater and wind-blown detritus, 
creating a foul smelling, stagnant soup that 
is an ideal breeding-ground for midges and 
mosquitos, and that spills everywhere the 
moment they are lifted. And thirdly, they 
are bulky and difficult to stack tidily, taking 
huge amounts of space when not in use and 
providing a safe haven for rats.

That’s why we introduced ClampTiles, a simple 
one-shot solution that eliminates all the issues 
associated with using old tyres, making for a 
faster, simpler and more convenient way to 
protect the top of your clamp.

Made from 90% recycled material, and with a 
life expectancy of around 15 years, ClampTiles 
are quick and easy to lay edge-to-edge on the 
clamp, affording total protection of the top 
sheet and crop. Designed so that one person 
can carry them into position, rather than 
drag them (which often results in top-sheet 
damage), they apply approximately 20kg/m2 of 
effective weight. When not in use they can be 
stacked on a pallet, taking just a fraction of the 
space that would be required for an equivalent 
number of tyres. 

For yet further clamp protection, ClampNet 
is a heavy-duty, green silage clamp top cover 
which, as well as helping to protect clamps 
from birds and mammals, can reduce spoilage 
and help to maintain compaction after rolling 
with a SilaPactor (see page 2).

Made from a finely-woven, UV-stable high 
density polyethylene (HDPE) material with 
strongly-stitched edging to prevent fraying, 
ClampNet’s flexibility enables it to mould 
into the contours of the silage. This gives it 
maximum contact with the top silage sheet 
(ideally O2 Barrier 2in1) to help maintain 
aerobic stability and minimise wind-lift when 
weighted down with gravel bags or ClampTiles.

ClampNet is reusable and features reinforced 
loops to enable really secure attachment of 
gravel bags allowing you to focus more weight 
on the shoulders of the clamp.
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Low DM silage rises to  
Safesil Challenge
Producing beef and lamb as economically as 
possible is a key objective for Richard and 
Sarah Jones and over the years, they’ve found 
the higher the quality of their home-grown 
feed, the greater their business profitability.

Farming at Llwynobin, near Montgomery, their 
50 pedigree Limousins and 650 Charollais 
x Texel ewes create plenty of demand for 
home-grown feed. And with 260 acres rented 
alongside 197 acres owned by the family – 
including four children and their grandfather, 
Bob – there is ample scope to produce that  
feed at home.

But when feed or forage quality falls short it 
has a serious impact on the farm’s bottom line 
as large quantities can be wasted and more 
bought-in concentrate has to be fed.

This has sometimes been the case with the 
farm’s grass silage, which should be the 
mainstay of the business, but which has 
sometimes presented challenges.

“Some years were worse than others, but we 
always found we lost silage at the shoulders and 
the face of the clamp, and more still would have 
to be cleaned out of troughs,” says Mr Jones. 

The farm had had a relationship with Kelvin 
Cave Ltd over many years as it had always 
included home-grown crimped cereals in  
its rations.

“But I’d always resisted 
buying a silage additive 
because I didn’t want  
the extra cost and didn’t 
feel we could justify it 
when the cattle and 
sheep trade was not very 
special,” he says.

However, after another 
year of disappointing 
silage in 2015, he finally 
reviewed the additive 
options before harvesting 
last year’s crop.

“Once I’d read the 
literature, I felt that 
– although it wasn’t 
the cheapest – the 
preservative Safesil was 
the only product that 
stacked up,” he says. “I also 
spoke to one or two folks 

who were using it, and they all said that once 
they started they would never be without it.”

The case for using Safesil seemed cut and dried, 
so Mr Jones spoke to Kelvin Cave’s technical 
director, Andy Strzelecki. 

“Andy knows exactly the sort of silage we need 
for our system and, in particular, that we don’t 
like it too dry,” he says. “I don’t like to wilt for 
too long because of the nutrient losses which 
occur after cutting and, secondly, we’ve found 
that dry silage doesn’t suit the sheep. We feed 
the ewes a total mixed ration in the run-up to 
lambing, and if the silage is dry they just pick 
out the concentrates, which means they don’t 
get a properly balanced ration.”

Mindful that the silage dry matter was likely 
to be fairly low, Mr Strzelecki recommended a 
new product in the Safesil range. Called Safesil 
Challenge, it is specifically suited to low dry 
matter forage and would actually cost less than 
Mr Jones had feared.

“The original Safesil contains the three 
preservatives sodium nitrite, potassium sorbate 
and sodium benzoate,” explains Mr Strzelecki. 
“The first of these is particularly effective at 
killing spoilage bacteria while the other two 
eliminate the activity of yeasts and moulds.

“This means the sodium nitrite is particularly 
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important in wetter 
silages where the bacterial 
challenge is highest, while 
dryer silages – more prone 
to aerobic spoilage by 
yeasts and moulds – will 
benefit more from the 
other ingredients.

“So, in Safesil Challenge 
there’s a greater emphasis 
on sodium nitrite,” he says. 
“This also happens to be 
the least expensive 
ingredient which means 
it’s more cost-effective to 
use Safesil Challenge on 
wet silage than to heavily 
dose with the original Safesil to achieve a 
comparable inhibition of bacterial growth.”

Mr Jones took up the option for his 2016 silage, 
clamping his usual 76 acres. He has been 
feeding the treated silage since the start of last 
winter and is overwhelmed by the difference.

“Rob Walker from GLW Feeds compiles our 
rations and he’s been able to reduce the 
concentrate intake in every group,” he says.

The ewes are a case in point as they come 
indoors between one and six weeks before 
lambing (depending on whether carrying 
singles, twins or triplets) and move on to 
the TMR.

Mr Walker explains: “At the outset we used 
600kg silage, 260kg crimped barley and 140kg 
of a 34% protein mineralised concentrate for 
every tonne of feed in the wagon. But we 
found the silage was so palatable they were 
consuming too much energy, so we cut back  
the concentrate.”

Each tonne now comprises 650kg silage, 210kg 
crimp and 140kg concentrate which, rationed 
at 3kg/head, works out at 1.95kg silage, 0.63kg 
crimp and 0.42kg cake per ewe per day.

“Not only have the ewes consumed more 
silage and less concentrate, but they have also 
performed far better too,” says Mr Jones. “Their 
condition has been far better and lambs have 
been stronger and received plenty of colostrum 
and we can see how much faster they are 
getting away.

“We used to get twin lamb disease but now 
it’s almost non-existent, and prolapses are also 
virtually a thing of the past on this TMR.”

For the cattle he has had comparable 
improvements and again has been able to limit 
concentrate use.

Mr Walker explains: “The bullocks coming in for 
winter get 2kg concentrate/day – comprising 
85% crimped barley and 15% of a 34% protein 
mineralised cake – together with ad lib silage 
and a little straw.

“Usually we would increase the concentrates as 
they grow, but this year we were able to exploit 
the virtues of the silage and maintain their 
concentrates at 2kg/day all the way through,” 
he says.

Mr Jones confirms their performance has 
been outstanding and says their target daily 
liveweight gain over the housing period of 1.2kg 
has been well exceeded, and is now between 1.5 
and 1.6kg/day.

The good performance of the stock has been 
reflected at Welshpool Market where cattle are 
sold as stores.

“Last week we sold 20 steers and three heifers 
aged eight to 10 months; they weighed 390kg 

Above:  A sample of Richard Jones’ silage treated with  
Safesil Challenge.

Page 8: Richard Jones (right) with son Rhodri, who works  
on the farm.

Overleaf (page 10): A group of heifers and bullocks reared  
on silage and 2kg concentrates/day until sale.

Continued on page 10
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Whether you’re a farmer or a contractor, and 
whatever your projected grain processing 
output, Kelvin Cave Ltd can supply a 
comprehensive range of proven machinery  
and preservatives to suit all your needs.

GRAIN PROCESSING MACHINES
Our range comprises dry roller mills, grain 
crimpers and machines outputting traditional 
flat rolled grain, with processing capacities from 
500/600kg/hour (with the all-new KC Mini Flaker) 
through to 40 tonnes/hour from the KC Bruiser 
1250 or Korte 2000 2x2 Max Crimper.

KC Mini Flaker
The KC Mini Flaker (pictured below) has been 
developed to meet the requirements of smaller 
farms, equine establishments and smallholdings. 
With an output of 500-600kg/hour, the unique 
configuration of helically-meshed rollers, driven 
by a 2.2 kW single-phase motor, is cleverly 
engineered to run smoothly and quietly.

The KC Mini Flaker is ideal for processing all 
cereal grains and mixtures of cereals and pulses, 
such as peas, producing a beautifully-flaked 
finished product.

Planning  ahead  
  for this  year’s  
      grain  processing

NEW

PRODUCT

and we got £2.48/kg, averaging £970 apiece, 
and that was on a very average day’s trading,” 
he says.

Pleasing Mr Jones even further is the fact 
that there is far more silage remaining in the 
clamp than has ever been the case at the end 
of winter.

“We have never had this amount left, especially 
considering the amount of stock we are 
carrying,” he says. “Before we make this year’s 
silage, we will bring what’s left forward and 
make it into a ‘sleeping policeman’ at the front 
of the pit, so the fresh silage can go to the back.

“I’ve got complete confidence in doing this as 
we have never seen any mould this year and we 
know the silage is so well preserved,” he says. 

This year, he will feed his growing base of stock 
from less land, making 10 acres (around 13%) 
less silage and putting this land to another use.
“We will probably put this field into red clover 
and use it to finish the lambs faster,” he says.

Both the farmer and nutritionist are delighted 
with performance which has exceeded  
all expectations.

“If my customers can make high quality forage 
like this it makes it easier for me to ration and 
get the performance,” says Mr Walker.

“This year we’ve had absolutely no worries,” 
adds Mr Jones. “Our profits would have  
been much better if we had used Safesil 
Challenge a long time ago – but hindsight is  
a marvellous thing!”  

Continued from page 9
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KC Bruiser 600 and 1250
KC Bruisers are designed for the high-output 
production of traditional, flat-rolled grain for 
home-grown cereal blends and crimping. The 
600mm diameter flat rollers will process any grain 
and can be very easily adjusted to produce the 
exact quality of roll required for any situation.

The current range of KC Bruisers will process grain 
with moisture contents up to 45% for crimping 
and ensiling, as well as dryer grain for aerobic 
storage. The 1250 model is pictured above.

All models feature magnet protection (to remove 
ferrous metal debris from grain) and a tough 
marine-quality paint (for long-life corrosion 
protection). They can also be equipped with a 
range of options for grain preservative application.

Murska/Korte Crimpers
With five models in the range, from the Murska 
350S2 with its 5+tonne/hour output to the 
mighty Korte 2000 2x2 Max capable of crimping 
up to 40 tonnes/hour, there is a crimper available 
to suit every application. Equipped with 2mm 
fluted rollers as standard, these mills have a world-
wide reputation for durability and versatility. 

Designed to process grain and pulses for crimping 
at up to 45% moisture, they are equally happy 

processing dry grain quickly and efficiently, 
producing a livestock-friendly ‘kibbled’ meal from 
any type of grain.

All models in the KC Bruiser and Murska/Korte 
ranges can also be fitted with our unique on-
board digital weighing system, increasing the 
accuracy of preservative application and making 
them ideal for contractors dealing with unknown 
quantities of grain at different locations. 

In fact, bespoke options are available across most 
of our machinery range, so to discuss your own 
requirements please contact the office or your 
area sales manager. Contact details are listed on 
the back cover.

PRESERVATION OF GRAIN FEEDS
Effective preservation is essential to protect your 
investment in high-value grain feeds.
CrimpSafe 300 is the modern, non-acid 
preservative for crimped, ensiled grain. Applied 
by a pump applicator at the processing stage, 
CrimpSafe has been developed to control the 
fermentation of crimped grain and give maximum 
protection against spoilage organisms that could 
cause deterioration of the feed once the clamp or 
bag is opened at feedout.

Planning  ahead  
  for this  year’s  
      grain  processing

Independent farm-scale trials have shown that, 
when applied at the recommended rate and 
ensiled in accordance with our recommendations, 
Crimpsafe 300 will keep crimped grain fresh 
and stable for up to 300 hours (>12 days) after 
exposure to air. 

Crimpsafe 300 is suitable for use on all types of 
grain and pulses, such as peas and lupins, at and 
above 25% moisture. If the grain moisture is below 
25% then its sister product, CrimpSafe Hi-Dry, will 
ensure effective preservation. 

To find out more about CrimpSafe preservatives 
and recommended application rates visit 
www.kelvincave.com or contact the office or your 
area sales manager (as listed on the back cover).
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Dates  for your

Diary
Come and see us at any of the following 
events throughout 2017:

18May
Beef Expo
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire

24 - 25 May 
Grassland & Muck
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire

8 - 10 June 
Royal Cornwall Show
The Royal Cornwall Showground, Wadebridge

22 - 25 June
Royal Highland Show
Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, Edinburgh

28 June
Gold Cup Open Day
Pilsdown Dairy Farm, Bridport, Dorset

19 July
Driffield Show
The Showground, Kelleythorpe, Driffield

24 - 27 July
Royal Welsh Show
Llanelwedd, Builth Wells, Powys

16 August 
Gillingham & Shaftsbury Agricultural Show
Motcombe Turnpike Showground, Dorset

17 August
Denbigh & Flint County Show
The Green, Denbigh

4 October 
Dairy Event 
Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet

Andy Strzelecki
Technical Director
07977 252 664
andy@kelvincave.co.uk

Bryn Thomas
Area Sales Manager
North Wales & Cheshire
07739 323 322
bryn@kelvincave.co.uk

David Warner
Area Sales Manager
Southern
07814 934 481
david@kelvincave.com

Ian Hall
Sales Director
07977 252 663
ian@kelvincave.co.uk

Michael Carpenter
Area Sales Manager
Northern
07817 977 701
michael@kelvincave.co.uk

Ed Sealey
Area Sales Manager Dorset, 
Hampshire & Wiltshire
07801 200 546
ed@kelvincave.co.uk

Kelvin Cave
Managing Director
07977 252 661
kelvin@kelvincave.co.uk

Meet the
Sales Team


