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Good cow husbandry benefits from modern approach
Leo Rowland and his brother Giles are
two modern farmers who manage their
farm on good old fashioned husbandry
principles. “If we maintain and look after
our cows’ health, they will look after us,”
says Leo.
The herd of 350 Holstein cows has an
average annual yield of 9,000 litres of milk
sold per cow, with around 300 going
through the parlour every day of the year.
The herd is fed a grass and maize
silage-based ration throughout the year
which is balanced to accommodate
rotational grazing in summer. “The system
works for us,” says Leo, “but we have to
ensure top quality silage.”
They ensile in excess of 4,000 tonnes of
forage each year, comprising 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and 4th cut grass silage and at least 1,500
to 18,000 tonnes of maize, to ensure
adequate forage supplies for the dairy
herd. They are aware that being able to
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